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         RB 1023

This course examines public administration in a comparative context, comparing public administration as it operates in liberal democracies such as Canada, United States, Britain

France and Australia. Issues relating to the general nature of bureaucracy and comparisons between public and private bureaucracy will be made. Concepts such as the merit principle and representative bureaucracy will be examined.

Requirements: 





Participation

10%




Essay


40% 
Due: November 23, 2006



Final exam

50%
Readings 
Package will be available from Lakehead University Bookstore.

Outline
September 7
Introduction



public v. private administration

September 14
the growth ( and contraction) of government



Reading Weber “Bureaucracy” in Shafritz Classics of Public Administration 

September 21
models of bureaucracy
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September 28
Political and administrative culture



organizational theory

October 5 
The Merit principle and representative bureaucracy



Reading  Peters The Politics of Bureacracy ch3 “The Recruitment of 


Public 
Administrators”



October 12
administrative structure 



staff and line national traditions  in public Administration



Reading  Riggs “Public Administration in America: Why Our uniqueness 


is Exceptional and Important”

October 19
rational and incremental models of budgeting, 



New Public Administration 



Reading Osborne and Gaebler Reinventing Government ch 1 “Steering 



Rather than Rowing” 



Hood “A Public Management for all Seasons?” Shafritz Classics of Public 



Administration

October 26
French public administration



Reading Elgie R. Governance Tradiotions and Narratives of Public Sector 



Reform In Contemporary France” ”  Public Administration vol 81 2003

November 2
Reading Jann W. “State, Administration and Governance in Germany”  


Public Administration vol 81 2003

November 9
public administration and interest groups



Reading Dargie and Locke “The British Senior Civil Service” the “traditional
model” of relations between politicians and civil servants

November 16  
administrative accountability



omudsman

November 23 
regulatory agencies ,technology and public administration 

November 30 
review

